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OUR MISSION 
To help women, children and the poor 

achieve their full human potential 

OUR VISION 
A world in which all women, children and the 

poor have full equality and full access to the 

resources necessary to fulfil their potential 
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Abbreviations 

 

ADRA   Adventist Development and Relief Agency 

 

Anti -FGM   Anti-Female Genital Mutilation 

 

ATO    Australian Tax Office 

 

AusAid  Australian Agency for International Development 

 

DRC   Danish Refugee Council 

 

DDR   Demobilisation, Disarmament and Reintegration 

 

EC   European Commission 

 

EFP   Employment for Peace 

 

FFW   Food-for-work 

 

ICRC   International Commission for the Red Cross 

 

ITEC    Income Tax Exempt Charity 

 

MCC    Mennonite Central Committee 

 

Medair   Swiss health sector NGO 

 

NED   National Endowment for Democracy 

 

NOVIB   Netherlands Organisation for Community Development 

 

OAGDS  Overseas Aid Gift deductibility Scheme 

 

SACB   Somali Aid Coordination Body 

 

TFG   Transitional Federal Government 

 

UNDP   United Nations Development Programme 

 

UN-HABITAT  United Nations Human Settlements Programme 

 

UNICEF  United Nations Children's Fund 

 

WFP   World Food Programme 

 

WHO    World Health Organisation 
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Year in Review 

 

For a third year running, SAACIDôs operations were dominated by a political conflict 

between a UN and Western-backed government (TFG) and a vigilant and increasingly 

radicalised opposition and insurgency. This has compounded a humanitarian catastrophe, with 

tens-of-thousands dying from conflict, displacement, disease and starvation in the past year. 

SAACIDôs development mandate remains completely consumed by this manifest 

humanitarian emergency; and SAACID has found it very difficult to source any programme 

funding other than emergency humanitarian funding. 

 

In a milieu where aid workers were routinely targeted for assassination and kidnapping by all 

sides, SAACIDôs Executive managers and staff continued to take huge existential risks to 

deliver critical programming to all Somali communities. In that context, 2 SAACID staff were 

murdered in this reporting period. A SAACID vehicle was travelling back from programme 

activities near Suq Baôad Market in Mogadishu City at about 3 pm. As it was passing Suq 

Baôad Market on the way back to SAACIDôs main administrative office, 2 men in 

Transitional Federal Government (TFG) police uniform opened fire into the vehicle from 

behind. The vehicle had a driver, programme officer and 2 security men. One of the security 

men was killed instantly; and the other died as he was being transported to hospital. The 

driver and programme officer were able to flee on foot (the vehicle had been disabled by the 

gunfire), and were unharmed. The AKs of the 2 security men were stolen. Investigations in 

the weeks after the incident found that the attack was purely a criminal act ï attempting to 

steal the vehicle. This sort of act is a daily occurrence in Mogadishu, as pure anarchy 

continued to prevail throughout the reporting period. The men killed were: 

 

¶ Abukar Ali Hassan  25 years  a wife and 5 children 

¶ Bashir Mohamed Hassan 23 years  a wife and 2 children 

 

This was yet another year which was epitomised by the utter impunity by all actors in the 

conflict. The umbrella of opposition factions engaged in a fear and intimidation campaign - 

including whipping, amputations, assassinations and beheadings - against the general 

population and supporters of the TFG, in an attempt to cower the population into submission. 

This strategy largely succeeded. Also, the TFG militias remained without any effective 

command and control, and they continued to engage in systemic extortion, theft, rape and 

murder. The African Union force that is now propping up the TFG (AMISOM) engaged in 

endless mortar and artillery retaliation strikes against the general population - supposedly 

responding to opposition attacks, but in practice, targeting the general population at-large, 

which caused very significant numbers of civilian dead and wounded. 

 

The 4 core programmes that SAACID implemented in the reporting period were: 

 

1. The delivery of cooked meals through 16 emergency kitchen sites throughout 

Mogadishu; which have delivered 36,894,360 lifesaving meals to date (ongoing) 

2. The rehabilitation of public infrastructure ï including the rehabilitation of 10 public 

markets and 30 public free-for-use wells (ongoing) 

3. The development of 8 health centres within Mogadishu that specialised in providing 

nutritional care for malnourished children under the age of 5 years (ongoing) 

4. Extensive research throughout central and northeast Somalia (ongoing) 
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SAACID also had ongoing operations in education, womenôs empowerment, governance and 

conflict resolution, livelihoods and development and health. All sectors were impacted to a 

greater or lesser degree by occupation and conflict. 

 

SAACID maintains a vision of becoming a genuinely national NGO; and SAACID was 

extremely excited in this reporting year to be able to effective expand its reach into new 

regions of Somalia for the first time. In the coming year, SAACID hopes to be able to 

broaden and deepen its effective programming basket of activities in those new regions; and 

even add further regions to programming reach. 
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History 

 

SAACID was first registered in Mogadishu, Somalia on 3 October 1990. Its mission and 

vision were focussed upon the development of Somali women, children and the poor. 

 

In January of 1991, Somalia finally crumbled into abject anarchy, as the military regime that 

had ruled Somalia since a coup in 1969, fled before a number of clan-based factions. While 

these factions were united against the military regime, they could not compromise on power-

sharing and a new civil war ensued. 

 

By the end of 1992 a humanitarian disaster (famine) loomed, affecting more than 2,000,000 

Somalis, and this drew in a US coalition to provide security for relief agencies. Throughout 

1993 this role evolved as the UN took over the operation. It was óthe new world orderô, and 

Somalia was the scene of an óevolutionô in international thinking from peacekeeping to 

peacemaking. ñBlackhawk Downò epitomised the outcome of this experiment. By 1995 the 

last elements of the UN had faded away from within Somalia, and Somalis were left to their 

own devices. Since that time the country has existed in a state of perpetual anarchy. 

 

SAACID quickly adapted to the emerging chaos by expanding its mission to include 

emergency relief to all that it could reach. During the height of the humanitarian crisis in 

1992, SAACID partnered the ICRC in maintaining 75 ówetô food centres in Central Somalia. 

In those areas, the population was able to receive enough food and those communities were 

able to survive the crisis largely intact. 

 

As it became evident that the UNôs experiment in ópeacemakingô had dismally failed, 

SAACID again expanded its mission to include health, education, conflict resolution, food 

and water security and economic development. SAACID was assisted in this regard by a 

strategic partnership with both ADRA International and ADRA Somalia from 1992-1997. 

 

In reaction to the capture and ransom of ICRC staff in 1998, the SACB placed a ban on 

programme funding for central and southern Somalia. This severely damaged SAACIDôs 

capacity to continue programming, as SAACID had (and has) no recurrent funding and relied 

exclusively on programme-to-programme funding. Oxfam Novib was first to break the ban 

imposed by the Somali Aid Coordination Body (SACB) and began to fund programming for 

SAACID on a regular basis. The Mennonites and Diakonia Emergency Aid Bread for the 

World (DBG) also provided small but critical funding inputs to SAACIDôs education sector 

to keep it going in these lean years. 

 

In 2000, SAACID made the strategic decision to place a full-time volunteer in Nairobi, Kenya 

to more effectively lobby the donor community for Somalia; that were now comfortably 

ensconced in a much safer abode. In 2001, a sister organisation (SAACID Australia 

Incorporated), was also created and certified as a charity in Queensland, Australia. In 2005, 

SAACID-Australia became a federal Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR - tax deductibility on 

donations). The purpose of this organisation was to further enhance the mission and vision of 

the organisation and continue to develop the profile and legitimacy of the organisation with 

donors; and to source funds, goods and services from the Australian public. Also in this 

period, SAACID further expanded its mandate to include governance and research sections in 

its organisation. 
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In 2005-6 the sisters achieved another milestone when they implemented joint programming 

for the first time on a UNDP-funded DDR programme, and an ILO-funded Employment for 

Peace programme. 

 

In 2008, another milestone was reached when a 3
rd

 SAACID sister was incorporated in the US 

ï called SAACID-International. The development of SAACID-International is designed to 

further develop SAACIDôs funding base; and further develop awareness of SAACID and its 

mission and vision for Somalia. In 2008, SAACID-International provided its funds for 

Somalia ï for girlôs education in Mogadishu City. 

 

 
SAACID-Australia  

 

A group of Australian volunteers began collecting second-hand books to send to Somalia in 

1999. This initiative proved to be extremely successful in adding value to SAACID schools, 

so those volunteers then agreed to expand their efforts in collecting books, and to formalise 

their efforts by incorporating a sister organisation (SAACID Australia Incorporated). 

 

On 23 July 2001, SAACID-Australia was incorporated with the Office of Fair Trading in 

Brisbane, Queensland. The incorporation of the organisation raised the profile and legitimacy 

of SAACID, and many more schools (both public and private) began to donate their second-

hand books to SAACID. Community-based organisations, such as Save the Children and 

Zonta, also began collecting books and clothing. 

 

On 21 January 2003 SAACID-Australia was recognised as a charity. On 20 August 2004 

SAACID received full Australian Taxation Office (ATO) endorsement as an Income Tax 

Exempt Charity (ITEC). On 19 October 2004, AusAid endorsed SAACID as óan approved 

organisationô in relation to SAACIDôs application for the Overseas Aid Gift deductibility 

Scheme (OAGDS) On 28 October 2004 the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade endorsed 

SAACID as óan approved organisationô for the OAGDS. On 30 March 2005, the Australian 

Tax Office and the Deputy Minister for Treasury endorsed SAACID-Australia as a 

Deductible Gift Recipient (donations to the organisation being fully tax deductible). To date, 

SAACID-Australia has shipped 61.7 tonnes of books and 23.8 tonnes of second-hand 

clothing, as well as various sundry items that have been donated to the organisation by 
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various schools, organisations and private individuals to its sister organisation in Somalia. 

The clothing was distributed to internally displaced refugees; and the books to SAACID-

Somaliaôs primary, secondary and vocational schools. 

 

In 2005-6, SAACID-Australia and SAACID-Somalia implemented joint programming for the 

first time. First, in partnering UNDP in a 14-month Demobilisation, Disarmament and 

Reintegration (DDR) programme in Mogadishu City; second, in partnering ILO/UNOPS in an 

Employment for Peace in Mogadishu and Central and Southern Somalia (EFP) programme 

(2006-7). 

 

In 2008-9, SAACID-Australia provided managerial and technical support to SAACID-

Somalia that resulted in securing a total income of AUD 7,581,969 in funding from 

international donors and partners. This is up from AUD 4,573,868 in the 2007-8 reporting 

year; and represents growth of 60%. Overwhelmingly, most of the funds received were for 

emergency humanitarian programming; with only a minority of the funding received being for 

long-term development programming ï and SAACID remains primarily a development 

organisation. 

 

Included in the funding that SAACID-Australia received was funding for: 

 

¶ 16 emergency food kitchens in Mogadishu ï providing 80,000 meals per day 

¶ Public infrastructure rehabilitations ï markets and wells 

¶ Cleaning garbage from Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) camps 

¶ Daily fresh water delivery for IDPs displaced from Mogadishu 

¶ Health and nutrition activities in the district of Adale in Middle Shabelle Region 

¶ Research in central and north-eastern Somalia 

 

For 2009-10, SAACID-Australia has agreed to continue to provide field support to its sister 

organisation; as well as attempting to develop partnerships in Australia, Italy and the UK, 

which could provide a further diversified funding basket. 

 

SAACID-International  

 

On 18 April 2008, SAACID-International was incorporated in the US, with the aim of 

broadening SAACIDôs funding base, as well as broadening and deepening awareness of 

SAACID and its mission and vision for Somalia. 

 

On 17 February 2009, SAACID-International received its tax exempt status; and also became 

an eligible organisation for tax deductible donations. 

 

SAACID-International also works in the US on womenôs empowerment and youth 

development for expatriate Somalis. 

 

In 2009, SAACID-International provided USD 9,993 for formal education for impoverished 

girls in Mogadishu City. 
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